THEME PARKS

Splashy, spectacular, white-knuckle
or wacky —however you like your
thrills, John Malathronas knows just
where to getthem. Hold ontight..
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~— Thewetone

Siam Park, Tenerife

Whatto expect: AThai-themed
waterparkin Tenerife shouldn't
work, butitdoes. The curved
ceilings and ornamental gables
somehow match the twists and
turns of the slides and the final
effectis more Raiders of the
LostArkthan'Carry OnUpthe
Stupa’. Tackle the Lost City, where
water guns spray unsuspecting
kids; crashinto 36 differenttypes
of wavesinthe Wave Palace pool;
orbravethe MekongRapids as
youwhizz down with your friends
inoneraft. Timid visitors might
preferalazy tripdownthe Mai
ThaiRiver,and parents will
appreciate the Sawasdee
(Welcome) ‘'safe zone’, where
small children have a choice of
four specially designedslides.
This summer promises the
arrivalof the new Singha

attraction,a200m-longbendy
waterslide that will simulate
thefeelof arollercoaster.

Musi-do: Competitive types
should grabamatandracetheir
mates downthe NagaRacer
inone of the sixlanes, while
thrill-seekers willgetayear's
dose of adrenaline by speeding
downthe frighteningly tall
Tower of Power, which features
anear-vertical28mdrop.

tip: Youdon'tneed your
ownwheelstoreachthepark.
Afreeshuttle serviceruns every
30 minutes from eight pick-up
points onthe south of theisland;
check with your hotel whichis
yournearest (0034922691429,
siampark.net; ages 12+ £24.50,
3-11£16.50).
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Disneyland Park, California

The glitzy one

¥ Dreamworld, Australia
The white-knuckle one

What to expect: Withthe arrival

of other Disneylandsitis easy to
forgetthe granddaddy in Anaheim.
Yetthis California originalis
stillthe best, becauseitcrams
everythingwithinacompactarea
andthus preserves ascale more
humanand muchmore personal
thanits giant, purpose-built sister
sites. Donald Duck and Mickey
mosey alongMain Street with
characters from Toy Storyand
Star Wars, while the original
Pirates of the Caribbeanride has
beenupgradedinline withthe
blockbusterfilms (the ride
camefirst,inspiringthe movies).
Regressinto childhood atthe Pixar
characters' parade, gurgle withglee
watchingthe musicalin Aladdin’s
Oasis orsingalong with Elsato the
tunes of Frozen.Beware, this year
the parkis celebratingits 60th

anniversary with special firework
shows and assorted pageantry
— expectbumper crowds.

Musi-do: Stay on afterdusk to
watch Fantasmicinthe openair,
a20-minute mash-up of Disney
films, builtaround Fantasia. The
sequence whenthe Snow White
witchturnsinto ahuge animatronic
dragon spittingfireis the most
spellbindingshow climax ever.

Travel'stip:Keep queuingtoa
minimum by going on a weekday
when Californiakids are at school
andthe weatheris still warm (mid-
Septemberto mid-November).
Mostvisitorstendto gorightatthe
gates, so avoid crowds by tackling
the park clockwise. 001714 781
4565, disneyland.disney.go.com;
ages10+£65,3-9£61.

Whatto expect: AustralianJohn
Longhurstsingle-handedly
bulldozed his way through 85
hectares of swampylandinthe
mid-'70s to create his visionof a
Disneyland Down-Under. Andvery
successfulitturned outtobe, too,
withtwo ex-worldrecords under
itsbelt. The Tower of Terrorwas
oncethetallestrollercoasteronthe
planetandthe GiantDropwasthe
world's largest drop tower untilUS
parksstolethe crown. Thenthere's
thewhole Aussietheme
totheplace —fromNedKelly's
shooting gallery at Goldrush
Countrytothe Corroboree
celebration of aboriginallife.
Youarealwaysimmersedin
emblematic Australiana, whether
cuddlingkoalas, playingthe
didgeridoo orlearningbush-
survivaltechniques. Totopitall,

WhiteWater World, with water
slides celebrating Aussie beach
culture, openedacrossfrom
Dreamworldin2006 —butdon't
attemptbothinoneday.

Mustdo: Clamberaboardthe
BuzzSawrollercoasterandbe
chain-liftedup 15 storeys before
you're droppedthroughtwo 360°
loops hitting five onthe G-force
scale.Soundscary?Itis—you're
strappedinwithonly abeltaround
yourwaistandnothingto clingto.

Travel's tip: The park now offers
asmartphone virtual-queuing
systemforthe 13 mostpopular
rides, whereby youdon'tneedto
be physically presentinthe queue.
It costs £8pp (00 61755881111,
dreamworld.com.au; ages 14+
from£57,3-13£47).>
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Theme parks

The classy one

Germany's
best-keptholiday secretactually
started outas ashowroomforthe
Mack family rollercoaster firm.
Now a park, ithas astrong
Europeantheme — andatwo-
starMichelinrestaurant. You
canwander around mock-ups

of 13 European countries, from
aRussian space stationto
anlcelandic salmon smokery;
orwatch one of 17 different shows
thatrange fromaWestEnd-style
musicalto anice-skating
extravaganza. But what most
peoplereally comeforarethe
ground-breaking, quality rides
—the Mack company's forte. The
73m-high Silver Star, positioned
firmly among Europe’s hyper-
coasters withits angled 68.5°
drop, shares thettitle of the

Europa Park, Germany

scariestrideinthe park with
nearby Eurosat, where your car :
peaks, plunges and pirouettesin
total darkness.

This year's additionis
unmissable: ahanging-seat
rollercoaster that'sbasedon
LucBesson'’s children's fantasy
film Arthur and the Minimoys. It
dartsits way through a series of
outlandish scenes straight out
of aTerry Gilliam mindwarp.

If you stay overnight
inone of the fiveresorthotels,
you cankick off half an hour earlier
and stay on after the crowds have
departed foraneveningstrollin
the Spanish areauntil 11pm (00 49
782277 6697, europapark.de;
ages 12+ £31,4-11£27).
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Filter Theme parks

Thewacky one

Haw Par Villa, Singapore

' Warner Bros Studio Tour, UK

The wizarding one

t: Two eccentric
Chinese-Burmese millionaire
brothers builtamansionherein
1937, amonglawnedterraces
decorated with freaky statues and
tableaus of Taoistlegends. The
mansionhaslonggonebutthe
bizarre parkremains. Some
scenes arefascinating; some are
gaudily over-the-top (suchasa
bloody battle betweenrats,
rabbits and lemmings); but some
areplainjaw-dropping— one
tableau depictshow, duringa
famine,awoman starves her
childrenandinstead suckles her
mother-in-law to show herfilial
piety. Yetdespite — ormaybe
because of —the creepy masks
andbafflingallegories, thisis
awindow upon atraditional
Chinese pastthatseemstofade
more witheveryiGeneration. It's
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certainly anovelway to spendan
afternoononyour stopover.

Youhavetoseethecave
housingthe Ten Courts of Hell,
where every sinis preposterously
punished and depictedin demonic
detail. Some exhibits are quite
violentso parental guidanceis
necessary. Walkamongaworld
of sculptures where conmen
areboiled alive; tax evaders are
satisfyingly pounded by alarge
stone mallet; andthose who waste
foodhavetheirbodies sawninhalf.

Don'tleavethe
park without a stop by the giant
Laughing Buddha —the one with
thejovial countenance and orange
robes —to touch his belly forluck,
wealthand success (Pasir Panjang
Road; free).

Potterheads, take
adeep breath:these arethe actual
Harry Pottermovie studios, so
fans cangetup close and personal
with props, costumes andfilm
sets.Smallgroups enterthrough
the gatestoHogwarts GreatHall
instaggered sessions, butonce
inside you canwander atwill. It's
gotthelot: dusty Diagon Alley,
Hagrid’s hut, Dumbledore’s office
—eventhe Gryffindor common
roomand the potions lab withits
bewitched apparatus. Look
outforthe2015addition—a
reconstruction of Kings Cross's
platform 934 complete with the
Hogwarts Express.It'snotaride
butgroupies seemhappy enough
toposewithaluggagetrolley
ontheplatformasthetrain

‘disappears’throughthe station's
| brick wall. Outinthe studio yard (or

Backlot) you canalsoseethe
KnightBus, Privet Drive and
Hogwarts Bridge — this section
aloneis worththe entrance fee.

If you're notfilmedriding
aNimbus racingbroom, youmay
aswellnotgo.Fly overvillages,
spires androlling green hills, with
the help of some nifty CGI (£40 for
aDVD and fourphotos). And don't
forgetto orderamug of Butterbeer
(£2.95)inthe Backlot cafe.

Tourbuses converge
onthestudiosinthemorning, so
avoid the long queues by visiting
after2.30pm. Oh, andifit's your
birthday, letthereps know, as you
couldbe chosento openthe gates
tothe Hogwarts GreatHall (0845
084 0900, wbstudiotour.co.uk;
children £25.50,ages 16+ £33).m
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