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Save on your hotel bill

Spend less than the rest on your room for the night, with John Malathronas's top tips

The

Stayinbusiness

Inbusiness hubs such as New York,
Paris or Brussels, there are savings to
be hadif you choose your hotel carefully.
Business hotels that are packed during
the week arekeentofillrooms when
their customers gohome, so lower their
rates accordingly. AtHilton's Homewood
Suitesin Manhattan, forinstance,
doubles costfrom £188 midweek, but
drop to £148 Friday to Sunday. Lookina
city'sbusinessdistrict forthe bestdeals.

Think location, location...
Hotelsinthe most centrallocations are
always expensive. Butin cities with
cheap, reliable metrolines —say, Lisbon,
Athens, Vienna, Budapest or Madrid —
ashortcommute will save you abundle.
Take Vienna:adouble atfour-star Am
Stephansplatz, right opposite central
Stephansdom cathedral, will set you
back about£182, whereas asimilarroom
atthefour-starKummerinthe shopping
heaven of Mariahilferstrasse,amere
three metro stops away, costsjust £79.

Godirect

We oftenassumethe best prices are
found online.Butas hotels pay afee

to appear onbooking websites, you'll
often getabetterdeal by going direct.
Find your chosen accommodationona
bookingsite, then call the hotel directly,
quotingthe web price and asking fora
10-15 per cent discount. Given that this
isthe average percentage websites
demand fromlisted hotels, the owner
may be willingto haggle, especially in
countries such as Greece and Turkey,
where prices arerarely setinstone. We
haggledahotelin Athens down from
£72pernightinJanuary to £67.1f you
don'tgetadiscount — orevenifyoudo!
— try pushingfor extras: can they throw
infree breakfast? Spatreatment? This
works bestwithindependent hotels.

Be site-specific

There are savings to be had onlineif you
gobeyond the standard bookingsites.
If you're flexible, you canbid on‘second-
hand'rooms at Cancelon (cancelon.
com) orRoomer (roomertravel.com).
Onthesesites, travellers offload
non-refundable bookings they canno
longeruse ata50-60 per centdiscount,
though you'llhave to match the dates.
Through Cancelon, we bagged anight at
Novotel Edinburgh for £49 ratherthan
£69. AlsotryJust Opened, whichhas
sites for New York (justopenednewyork.
com)and London (justopenedlondon.
com), listing hotelsintheir'softlaunch’
phase, whenrates are usually kept low.

e -

isthe costofanight’s
stayinNew York with
Airbnb—£25less
thanatwo-starhotel
inthe city, according
togoeuro.co.uk.But
Airbnbpadsaren’t
alwaysthecheaper
option:inBoston
you'llpay anaverage
of £14 more pernight
thanyouwouldata
five-starhotel!
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Timeitright

It's notjustwhere orhow youbook, it's
when. Almostevery hotel will give you
adiscountif youpay wellinadvance.
Millennium & Copthorne Hotels, for
instance, offersupto 20 per cent off if
you payin fulltwo weeks ahead. But
prices canalso plummet for same-day
bookings. The time of year matters,
too — find the cheapest time to visit
adestination usinggoogle.co.uk/
hotelfinder. Also factorin the length of
your stay — if it'smore thantwo nights,
ask foranextraonefree. Thisiscommon
practice with safaricamps and some
hotel groups, including many affiliates
of Classic Britain (classicbritain.com).

—

ENERPLEXJUMPRSTACK 3, FROME£60
Arguingaboutwhose turnitis touse the charger?
Withits light, stackable batteries, the pocket-
sizedEnerplexJumpr Stack 3 canchargethree
USBormicro-USBdevices at
once—smartphone,camera,
etc—onthegooronaplugin
yourhotelroom. Verdict:3/5

Heading off on aroad trip? Earn cash while you're away by
renting out your home parking space usingjustpark.com.In
Greater Londonyou can expectto earn £10-25 perday, orin
central Manchester or Birmingham from £5 up to £20 a day.
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