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The

Need to know

Gay travel

Maximise your chances of a hassle-free holiday with tips from John Malathronas

Gayrights may have galloped aheadin
the UK lately, butthatdoesn't meanthe
restof the worldhas keptup. Some
destinations have gone backwards —
Indiareinstated aban onhomosexuality
lastyear.Sohow canyoumake sure
you'llfeelrelaxed and safe onholiday?

Pick your destination
Timeinjail, oreventhe death penalty, is
the prospectfacinggay peopleinsome
countries. Soif you're LGBT (lesbian,
gay, bisexual ortransgender), you'll
likely wantto avoid much of Africa,
severalislandsinthe Caribbean, Russia
and chunks of southeast Asiaandthe
Middle East. The International Gay &
Lesbian Travel Association (IGLTA)
has ausefulmap highlighting LGBT
rights worldwide (seeiglta.org). And do
westernersreally getimprisoned? Yes
—in2012,a24-year-old Belgianman
wasjailedforayearinDubaifor
consensual sex with anotherman.

Suss out local attitudes
Evenifthelawisonyourside, thelocals
mightnotbe. Theresults of the useful
2013 Global Views onMorality survey,in
whichpeoplein40 countries were asked
whetherhomosexuality was morally
acceptable, arerevealing (pewglobal.
org). The majority of respondentsin
Turkey, Indonesia, Malaysiaand South
Africa(@amongothers) thoughtnot. The
mostacceptingnationsincluded Canada,
Spain, Germany, Australiaandthe Czech
Republic. Buthomophobicattacks
happeneveninliberal countries.

Look before youbook
Decenttouroperators andhotels will
be happytoaddress any concernsyou
have before youbook. Chris Wright, the
managingdirector of Sunvil, says: Itis
importanttobe openwith the customer
abouttravellingto countrieswhereit's

illegalto be gay. Some are stillhappy to
travel,butwe've neverhadanyissues
withLGBT clientsinthe hotelsweuse!
Reputable websites cateringto LGBT
travellersinclude rainbowtourism.com
andtravelgayasia.com,as wellas ebab.
com — the gay equivalent of Airbnb.
IGLTA has ahandy search facility for
gay-friendly operators onits website.
Some hotelchains, suchas Preferred
Hotel Group (preferredhotelgroup.com/
preferred-pride), woothe LGBT market.
Others, including InterContinental, have
policies againstdiscrimination. But
Dorchester Collection hotels have been
boycotted by many (including celebs)
since the group’s owner, the Sultan of

That'show much
car-hire‘extras’ can
addto yourbill,
accordingto
Skyscanner.net.
Inatestbooking,
aweek withHertz
jumpedfrom£110to
£522 with additional
driver, child seats
and excess-waiver

insurance.
I

Brunei, made homosexuality a capital
offenceinhishome state.

Avoid the pitfalls
Trouble occasionally crops up with
police —inwhich case, don'tsign
anythingyou don'tunderstand.In2012,
aScottishteacherwas sentencedto
threeyearsinprisoninDubaiafter
signing a confessionin Arabic to having
had sex with anothermaninpublic.
FormostLGBT travellers, though, the
biggestproblemisthebed.Inasurvey
by Travel Gay Asia, 20 per centreported
they'dhadtrouble atcheck-in, suchas
beingrefusedadouble. So make apoint
of requestingadouble whenyoubook.

GOGGLE-EYED
Prescription sports masks and goggles can cost
apacket. Sportviz.co.uk has anifty solution:
purchase aninsertfrom £40to £95 (depending
onyour prescription), thenpopitinto any of
e its sports-specificeyewear,

g suchasskigogglesfrom
| £39.95,andsnorkel

masks from£29.95.

Clean suite Yourroom looks pristine, butis it? Recent studies
have foundillness-causing bacteria ontaps, remote controls,
carpets andbedding. Take antibacterial wipes — and make

sure you use themon surfaces.
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