Whereshouldigo?

Your choiceis primarily between East Africa
(Kenya and Tanzania) and southern Africa
(South Africa, Botswana, Zambiaand
Zimbabwe). East Africais closer and cheaper
to gettoand claimsKilimanjaro, the Serengeti
and the Great Migration, plus anabundance
of bush-and-beach combos, while southern
Africahas the Kruger Park, the Kalahariand
the Okavango Delta, with walking and
self-drive safaris forming abigger part of the
mix. Go to East Africaif you'reonabudgetor
wantto add abeachholiday, Botswanaand
Zambiaif youwantamore pristine experience,
and South Africafor herds of elephants,
luxury lodges plus malaria-freetripsinthe
Shamwari, Madikwe or Kwandwereserves.

Willitcostmeanarmandaleg?
Atafirstglance, safaris seem expensive
compared with other holidays, butthe price
usuallyincludes park permits (£25-£50 per
day), full-board accommodation, transport
andthe services of professional guides. This
is one areawhereit's not worth surfing for
rock-bottom deals — how muchis your trip
of alifetime worth? Eventhe cheapest safari,
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where you camp onthe ground, sleepindome
tents and travel crampedin a minibus, works
outat£100 perday. Double thatto around
£200,andyou getto stayinfully furnished
tents with all thefittings of ahotelroom, be
fed by great cooks, and drive in open-sided
4\WDs with excellent guides. It's these details
that canmake the difference betweenagood
safariandagreatone. Plus there are some
excellentdeals tobe had: Cox &Kings
(02078735000, coxandkings.co.uk) has
a'Highlights of Tanzania’ 10-day trip from
£2,495pp, while Explore (01252 883703,
explore.co.uk) has a15-day tour of Botswana,
Namibiaand Zambiafrom £2,899pp. Both

of theseincludeflights, butif youarrange
your own, you can have aweek atthe
Encounter MaracampinKenyafrom
£1,279pp with Expert Africa (020 8232

9777, expertafrica.com).

Isn'titdangerous?

Asyou'reintherealm of wild animals, the
potential fora dangerous encounteris always
there — butthat’s why a safariis such athrilling
experience. You'll typically leave foragame
drivejust after dawn and comebackforalate

breakfast, thenreturnto camp forthe middle
of the day, when the wildlife is inactive, and
gooutagainasthe sun sets, returning after
nightfall. Animals don'trecognise people
inside vehicles as threat or prey, and you
cansafely watch and photograph them from
your seat. Some family camps have discreet
electricfencingbut camps are usually
unfenced. They are strictabout your
movements and employ guards to escort
youto your tent. Safari-related deaths are
sorare thatthey always make headlines;
recent South African statistics show that
you'reroughly 500 times morelikely to
dieinatrafficaccidentthanfromananimal
encounter. Remember, the creature that
kills most peoplein Africais still the humble
mosquito, so start your malaria course
before youleave and havethejabs
recommended by the operator.

Dummies’ gaffe: It gets cold in Africa at night
(eveninsummer), so pack some warm
clothing. Don't wear anything bright as this
alerts the animals and avoid dark blue or black
colours because they attractthe tsetse fly.
JohnMalathronas -




