first-timer’s Venice

owing lessons, lagoon views and food for the mind and body

There’s only one way to arrivein
Fri | Veniceandthat'sbyboat. Take the

_/ Alilagunavaporetto (alilaguna.it;
rom £11one way) fromthe airportfora
nagnificentview of the lagoon’s mirror-
mooth waters againstthe skyline of Venice's
lomes and towers. Hop outat San Marco and
estyour four-poster atHotel Savoia & Jolanda,
1Grand Canal diva. Citalia (01293 731753,
italia.com) has two nights there from £299pp,
ullboard, with flights. With amatchless view
f StMark’s Square, Ristorante Quadriis a
oopy-luxy, Michelin-starredrestaurant (00
30 0415222105, alajmo.it; mains about £50).
Thatmeans ‘raw Piemontese beef with truffle
auce, anchovies, seaurchin and white truffle’.

Venice's food souk, the Rialto
Sat | Market,isariot of glowingfruit, veg,
still-squirming fishand eagle-eyed
1ousewives. Starthere, then view Venetian
rt'sbig hitters — Bellini, Giorgione, Titian
—atthe Galleria dell’Accademia (galleriaacca
lemia.org; £7). The must-seeis Giorgione's
reast-feedingmum in The Tempest— unlike

anythingelse ofits era. A plate of spaghetti al
nerodiseppia(with black cuttlefishink) is arite of
passage for Venetianfirst-timers. Try at‘too old
and coolto have awebsite’ Osteria AiPromessi
Sposi(0039 0412412747, mains about £12).

Venetians doitstandingup — that's
rowing, obviously. Now you canlearn,
too, thanks to the teachers at Row
Venice (rowvenice.org; from £63). As youglide
downhidden backwaters, you're as close as
you canbetothecity’'slivingheart. A seafood
lunchat AlGatto Nero (0039041730120,
gattonero.com; mains about £17), on pastel-
pretty Buranoisland, should major onthe
fresh catch of the day, bookended by raw fish
antipastiand a Marsala-mighty tiramisu. Your
lastsunset should see a spritzin yourhand and
the Grand Canalinyoureye. So make sureit's
atLaNaranzeria (lanaranzaria.it), awarehouse-
turned-wine bar tucked underthe Rialto.
Getthere Fly to Venice from Luton, Southend,
Gatwick andManchester with EasyJet (easyjet.
com); fares from £35 one way.
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First timer’s Guide

First-timer’s Berlin

Living history, flea-marketbargains
and atouch of the burlesque

(7 Foranovice, Mitteis the most

‘ Fri | convenientdistrictand Tegelthe
./ easiestairporttogettoandfrom.
Berlinisinexpensive, ataxiwill only cost£20
tothe five-starRitz-Carlton (00 4930337777,
ritzcarlton.com/berlin; doubles from £156,
B&B), onPotzdamer Platz —itself a glass-and-
neonmonumentto modernBerlin. For dinner,
popnextdoorto Essenza (0049302579 6856,
ristorante-essenza.de; mains about £15) for
ravioli with truffle fromits Euro menu.

| Sat

Walk afew blocks eastto
Kochstrasse to see a chunk of the
original Berlin Walland marvel at
theingenious escapesfromthe Eastatthe
Checkpoint Charlie Museum (mauermuseum.
de; £10). Forlunch, try the oriental fusion of Tim
Raue's Michelin-starredrestaurantnearby (00
493025937930, tim-raue.com; three courses
£30). Then headto the evocative Holocaust
memorialand strollthroughthe greenery

of Tiergartento the Brandenburg Gate and
Reichstag. To taste the nightlife, hit Kreuzberg:
strutinto BarMarques (Graefestrasse 92) for
tapasand cocktails, burlesque Prinzipal
(Oranienstrasse 178) for'A Date with Dita’
(bourbon and grapefruit), and end at Watergate
Club, adance den with attractive views over
theriverSpree (Falckensteinstrasse 49).

~ ) Nurseyourhangoverinthe park

Sun atthe former Tempelhof airport,

\ aniconicNazistructure, thengo
shoppinginthe Hauptbahnhof orbagabargain
inthe Mauerpark fleamarket. More culture?
Aim forMuseum|sland withits five museums
—notethatthe Pergamonaltar, one of the main
attractions, is underrestoration until2019.
GetthereFly to Berlin from Manchester,
Heathrow and Birmingham with Germanwings
(germanwings.com); fares from £79 return.
JohnMalathronas »
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